






CRITICAL THINKING EXERCISE

Examining the Role of the Executive Branch

in Promoting the Protection of Individual Rights

The actions of the executive branch in de veloping
federal regulations and executive orders are subject to
the same democratic political processes made possible
by our Constitution. Private citizens and interest groups
and movements have used these processes to influence
executive branch decisions.

Work in groups of three to five students. Each group
should select one of the regulations or executive orders
listed below and determine what rights it was designed
to protect and how the political process was used to
influence the actions of the government. Each group
should answer the questions following the list and pre-
pare a short presentation for the class.

V Emancipation Proclamation (1863)
Freedom of s l aves in terri tory of the Con fed -
era te States of Am erica that did not retu rn
to Union control by January 1, 1863

V Executive Order 8802 (1941)
Nondiscrimination in employment

V Executive Order 9981 (1948)
Integration of the military

V Executive Order 10730 (1957)
In tegra ti on of s ch ools in Little Rock , Ark a n s a s

V Executive Order 11246 (1965)
Enforcement of affirmative action

V Philadelphia Plan (1969)
Affirmative action in federal employment

V Code of Federal Regulations,
Title 34 (C.F.R. 34) (2000)
Implementation of parts of the Civil Rights
Act of 1964 regarding nondiscrimination
in education, as follows:

V Part 100
Prohibits discrimination on the
basis of race , co l or, or nati onal ori gi n

V Part 104
Pro h i bits discri m i n a ti on
on the basis of d i s a bi l i ty

V Part 106
Prohibits discrimination
on the basis of sex

V Part 110
Prohibits discrimination
on the basis of age

V Code of Federal Regulations,
Title 28, Part 35 (1991)
Pro h i bits discri m i n a ti on on
the basis of d i s a bi l i ty
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Which branch of government was responsible for the integration of the military?



1 What were the historical circumstances
that led to the executive action?

2 What are the major provisions of
the executive order or federal regulation?

3 What rights does the order or regulation
promote or protect?

4 How does the order or regulation reflect
a major shift in American public policy?

5 How has the order or regulation changed
the course of private and public action?

6 How was the democratic political process
used to influence the executive branch to
issue this order or regulation?

V Was this order or reg u l a ti on a re su l t
of con gre s s i onal acti on? If s o, wh a t
was the cause of the acti on ?

V Was this order or reg u l a ti on the re su l t
of the influ en ce of c ivil soc i ety intere s t
groups? If s o, what were they and how
did they help get the order or reg u l a ti on
enacted?

V What other factors contributed to the
enactment of this order or regulation?

HOW DOES THE AMERICAN PRESIDENT

DIFFER FROM A PRIME MINISTER?

In a parliamentary system the majority party or coali-
tion in Parliament appoints the prime ministe r, the
highest-ranking member of the executive branch of a
parliamentary government. Cabinet ministers usually
are the leading parliamentary figures in the majority
party. In Britain the prime minister must have served in
Parliament so that he or she comes to the office of prime
m i n i s ter with ex ten s ive govern m ent ex peri en ce .
Legislative and executive powers are integrated in parlia-
mentary systems. That integration is believed to make
government more efficient and better able to reflect the
popular will. A prime minister who submits a list of
m e a su res to Pa rl i a m ent can be con f i dent that
Parliament will enact the pro posals. However, if the
prime minister loses the confidence of Parliament, he or
she can be removed immediately.

In the United States the legislative, executive, and
judicial branches are not integrated. The country as a
whole chooses the president. Congress usually has no
say in who is elected, and the Constitution does not
require a president to have any prior experience in
national government. Neither must the majority in
either the House or the Senate be of the same political
p a rty as the pre s i den t . The Con s ti tuti on does not
require Congress to adopt legislation that the president
proposes, approve treaties that the president negotiates,
confirm the president’s judicial or other nominees, or
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What are some of the differences between the roles of prime minister and president?




